
 
 

RIGHT TO KNOW LAW APPEAL  
DENIAL OR PARTIAL DENIAL 

 
Office of Open Records  
Commonwealth Keystone Building  
400 North Street, 4th Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225       
Fax: (717) 425-5343  E-mail: openrecords@pa.gov            Today’s date: ___________________ 
 
Requester’s name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
Address/City/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________ 
Request submitted by:  Ƒ Fax   Ƒ Mail   Ƒ E-mail   Ƒ In-Person (Please check one)  
Date of Right to Know request:  ________________      Date of Agency Response: ___________________ 
Telephone and fax number:  ____________/______________    E-mail: ____________________________ 
 
Name and address of Agency: ____________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address of Agency________________________________  Fax of Agency ___________________ 
Name and title of person who denied my request: ______________________________________________ 
 
I submitted a request for records to the agency named above. The agency either denied or partially 
denied my request. I am appealing that denial to the Office of Open Records (OOR), and I am 
providing the following information: 
 
I was denied access to the following records (attach additional pages if necessary):________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The requested records are public records because (check all that apply) (REQUIRED):  

Ƒ the records document the receipt or use of agency funds  
Ƒ the records are in the possession, custody or control of the agency and are not subject to             

 the exemptions cited by the agency. 
 Ƒ Other _________________________________________________________________ 
 
The agency denied my request and I believe the denial was incorrect because (address EACH reason 
the agency gives for denying your request, attach additional pages if necessary) (REQUIRED):  
 
 
 
 
 
 

REQUIREDƑ )  I have attached a copy of my request for records. (
all responses from the agency regarding my request. (REQUIREDƑ )  I have attached a copy of 

Ƒ I have attached any letters or notices extending the agency’s time to respond to my request. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  _______________________________________ (must be signed) 

 
You should provide the agency with a copy of this form and any documents you submit to the OOR. 

3/14/2014

Ryan Bagwell
5219 Shorecrest Drive

✔

2/16/2014
608-466-6195 ryan@ryanbagwell.com

Pa. Dept. of State
RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov

Heidi Barry

this is an appeal of fees charged to respond to the request

the department cannot charge the fees that were billed✔

!
This is an appeal of the charges for producing the requested records. Neither the Right-to-Know Law, nor 71 
P.S. §240.18A,  permits the Dept. of State to charge a "search fee" for the retrieval of public records; it is not 
permitted to charge for a name search report when such a report was neither requested nor furnished; finally,  
the department may not charge $3 per page for furnishing photocopies when photocopies were not !
furnished.

✔

✔

✔



Initial Request



Ryan  Bagwell  <ryan@ryanbagwell.com>

Right-to-Know  Law  request

Ryan  Bagwell  <ryan@ryanbagwell.com> Sun,  Feb  16,  2014  at  12:35  PM

To:  RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov

I  hereby  request  copies  of  the  following:

1.  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  for  ALLEN  STREET  ASSOCIATES,  INC.,  entity  no.  996414

2.  the  fictitious  name  registration  for  ALLEN  STREET  ASSOCIATES,  entity  no.  863476.

Whenever  possible,  please  provide  the  records  in  an  electronic  format,  such  as  Adobe  PDF.

Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions.  Thank  you.

-Ryan  Bagwell

--  

Ryan  Bagwell

5219  Shorecrest  Drive

Middleton,  WI  53562

(608)  466-6195  (v)



Final Agency Response

































Additional
Correspondence



Ryan  Bagwell  <ryan@ryanbagwell.com>

Right-to-Know  Law  request

ST,  RTK-DOS  <RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov> Mon,  Feb  24,  2014  at  8:31  AM

To:  Ryan  Bagwell  <ryan@ryanbagwell.com>

The records are maintained on microfilm and pdf

 

From:  Ryan  Bagwell  [mailto:ryan@ryanbagwell.com]  
Sent:  Friday,  February  21,  2014  4:41  PM
To:  ST,  RTK-DOS
Subject:  Re:  Right-to-Know  Law  request

  

In  what  format  are  the  records  maintained?

  

On  Fri,  Feb  21,  2014  at  2:06  PM,  ST,  RTK-DOS  <RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov>  wrote:

The  fees  contained  in  15  P.S.  §  153(a)  are  the  statutory  fees  for  corporate  and  Uniform  Code  filings  made  with

and  retained  by  the  Bureau  of  Corporations  and  Charitable  Organizations  of  the  Department  of  State.

The  fee  statute  was  drafted  well  before  electronic  technology  such  as  .pdf  or  scanned  images  existed,  where

filings  were  submitted  and  retained  solely  in  paper  form.

  

Therefore,  copy  fees  are  per  page,  regardless  of  whether  the  page  is  furnished  on  paper  or  electronically.

Photocopies  were  generated  by  the  Bureau,  which  then  scanned  them  into  a  .pdf  at  your  request.

  

As  to  the  search  fee,  any  request  for  copies  of  the  records  relating  to  a  specific  entity  name  or  number

necessarily  requires  a  search  of  the  Bureau’s  records  for  those  names  or  numbers.  The  $15  fee  is  intended  to

capture  the  Bureau’s  time  and  efforts  in  searching  its  database  for  the  requested  information.  Where  copies  are

requested  and  generated,  the  results  are  considered  to  be  the  report  and  therefore  a  separate  report  is  not

generated.

 

 

From:  Ryan  Bagwell  [mailto:ryan@ryanbagwell.com]  
Sent:  Friday,  February  21,  2014  2:04  PM
To:  ST,  RTK-DOS
Subject:  Re:  Right-to-Know  Law  request

  

Thank  you.  Would  you  mind  helping  me  understand  the  charges?



It  appears  that  15  P.S.  §  153(a)  contains  the  fee  schedule  for  the  Corporation  Bureau.

153(a)(10)  permits  the  bureau  to  charge  $3  for  each  page  of  photocopy  furnished.  153(a)(10)  permits  the  Bureau
to  charge  $15  for  a  "report  of  record  search."

  

I  didn't  request  a  "report  of  a  record  search,"  and  I  was  not  furnished  with  such  a  report.  In  addition,  you  provided
electronic  copies  of  the  requested  records,  not  "photocopies."  So  it  doesn't  seem  that  the  Bureau  may  charge
any  of  the  fees  that  it  has  assessed.

  

Can  you  explain  why  the  Bureau  is  permitted  to  charge  the  fees  listed  on  the  invoice?

On  Fri,  Feb  21,  2014  at  11:07  AM,  ST,  RTK-DOS  <RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov>  wrote:
>
>  Corporation  Bureau  fess  for  searching,  copying  and  certification  are  established  by  statute  at  71  P.S.  §240.18A
>
>    
>
>  From:  Ryan  Bagwell  [mailto:ryan@ryanbagwell.com]
>  Sent:  Friday,  February  21,  2014  11:59  AM
>  To:  ST,  RTK-DOS
>  Subject:  Re:  Right-to-Know  Law  request
>
>    
>
>  Ms.  Barry  -  
>
>    
>
>  Would  you  mind  providing  the  statutory  authority  for  the  copying  and  search  charges  contained  in  the  invoice?
The  high  cost  of  the  records  caught  me  off  guard.
>
>    
>
>  Thank  you.
>
>    
>
>  On  Fri,  Feb  21,  2014  at  10:08  AM,  ST,  RTK-DOS  <RA-RTK-DOS@pa.gov>  wrote:
>
>  Attached  please  find  the  Department  of  State’s  response  to  your  RTKL  request.
>
>    
>
>  Thank  you,
>
>    
>
>    
>
>  Heidi  L.  Barry  |  Agency  Open  Records  Officer
>
>  Department  of  State  |  Office  of  Chief  Counsel



>  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania
>  309  North  Office  Building  |  Harrisburg,  PA  17120
>  Phone:  717.783.3585  |  Fax:  717.214.9899
>
>  Email:  hbarry@pa.gov
>
>    
>
>    
>
>
>  PRIVILEGED  AND  CONFIDENTIAL  COMMUNICATION
>  The  information  transmitted  is  intended  only  for  the  person  or  entity  to  whom  it  is  addressed  and  may  contain
confidential  and/or  privileged  material.  Any  use  of  this  information  other  than  by  the  intended  recipient  is
prohibited.  If  you  receive  this  message  in  error,  please  send  a  reply  e-mail  to  the  sender  and  delete  the  material
from  any  and  all  computers.    Unintended  transmissions  shall  not  constitute  waiver  of  the  attorney-client  or  any
other  privilege.
>
>    
>
>    
>
>    
>
>  From:  Ryan  Bagwell  [mailto:ryan@ryanbagwell.com]
>  Sent:  Sunday,  February  16,  2014  1:35  PM
>  To:  ST,  RTK-DOS
>  Subject:  Right-to-Know  Law  request
>
>    
>
>  I  hereby  request  copies  of  the  following:
>
>  1.  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  for  ALLEN  STREET  ASSOCIATES,  INC.,  entity  no.  996414
>
>  2.  the  fictitious  name  registration  for  ALLEN  STREET  ASSOCIATES,  entity  no.  863476.
>
>    
>
>  Whenever  possible,  please  provide  the  records  in  an  electronic  format,  such  as  Adobe  PDF.
>
>    
>
>  Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions.  Thank  you.
>
>    
>
>  -Ryan  Bagwell
>
>    
>
>    
>
>  --
>
>  Ryan  Bagwell
>
>  5219  Shorecrest  Drive
>
>  Middleton,  WI  53562
>



>  (608)  466-6195  (v)
>
>    
>
>    
>
>    
>
>
>
>    
>
>  --
>
>  Ryan  Bagwell
>
>  5219  Shorecrest  Drive
>
>  Middleton,  WI  53562
>
>  (608)  466-6195  (v)
>
>    
>
>    
>
>    

--
Ryan  Bagwell
5219  Shorecrest  Drive
Middleton,  WI  53562
(608)  466-6195  (v)

  

--

Ryan  Bagwell

5219  Shorecrest  Drive

Middleton,  WI  53562

(608)  466-6195  (v)

  

  

  


